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Germany, and the Italian troops have been put to flight
in Spain, Once again the Vatican's diplomacy seems to
have landed itself in a peculiarly difficult situation, and
once more to have been manoeuvred into a position that
labels it Fascist and pro-totalitarian.
Just how wise this is may be questioned when one looks
across the ocean to South America. In a Totalitarian Mexico
the Catholic Church has suffered appallingly in recent
years. The bishops have been entirely unable to com-
municate with each other and have only been able to find
out what was going on in other parts of their own country
by communicating with Washington. Mexican Catholics
have looked to Washington and Catholicism in the United
States for support, and Monsignor Burke, the Secretary
of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, whom I will
refer to in another chapter on the United States, has acted
on more than one occasion recently as the Pope's inter-
mediary in that country.
In all the rest of Central and South America the Catholic
Church is having a peaceful existence, but it is a Latin
Catholicism, a Catholicism that does not give vast sums of
money to Rome, nor does it try to increase the political
influence of the Church. It just carries on practising a
Catholic life, a life of family tradition and of Spanish
cultural influences, poetic, passive and spiritual.
The new North American ideals do not seem to have
been able to spread very far, and it is possible that the
Spaniards may be able to graft their influence on to that
of America, both north and south, with one binding force
to inspire the Continent, a new democracy. In a de-
mocracy these peoples will not allow the Catholic Church
to enter too much into politics, but they want the Church